86                   BEENARD SHAW

the courage and honesty to call things by their
right names and not drape our expression of the
will-to-live with moral tags, outcrops continually
throughout the plays. The often heard criticism
that there is no unity or consistency in Shaw's
writings is exactly the reverse of what may
truthfully be said: namely, that the author goes
to the other extreme and too steadily harps upon -
his favorite views, however disguised by fable and
the manipulation thereof. He is above all things
coherent and organic in his attitude toward life.
Novelty in the surface matters of story and set-
ting have deceived many as to this essential
unity of thought.

The acting value of " The Man of Destiny"
is proved in the playing, but can be detected
without that test. The tangle of story is ingeni-
ous, the characters attract, and the climactic
moment, most cleverly approached, is very effec-
tive. A definite talent for pictorial and theatric
details the piece exhibits. The pungent, peculiar
humor that we savor as of Shaw is abundantly
in evidence. The significance of the play as a
vehicle for Shaw's thought may be found in that
speech of Napoleon almost at the end which de-war poses as hero.
